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sented had it not been for the opposition of the military
Orders. They claimed that it would be dishonourable to
accept such a peace when all Egypt could be won by a little
further effort, and they represented that the making of the
proposal was a proof that El Kamel feared the Christian
might. Pelagius was convinced and he rejected the Sultan's
offer.
The Temple and the Hospital used arguments which they
may have known to be unsound, but their view of the situa-
tion was nevertheless probably the correct one. It was true
that the Christians were offered great concessions as the price
of peace, but the Templars and Hospitallers thought of the
future. If the terms were accepted, the Crusading army
would return to Europe, and the Holy Land would then be
left with a force wholly inadequate to protect it against attack.
The Orders had consistently maintained that Jerusalem could
only be safely held by the Christians provided that the Moslem
power was utterly broken, and for many years their declared
policy had been the capture of Cairo. The Holy City might
be ceded to the Christians, but the Franks must rule in Cairo
as well before Jerusalem would be secure from the aggression
of Islam.
Much'activity on the part of the Crusaders followed the
rejection of El KamePs terms. The Templars were anxious
to justify their advice and lead the Christians into Damietta.
Jacques de Vitry had little respect for the Christians in the
East, whom he scathingly describes as men who had acquired
their fathers' lands but despised their fathers' good morals.
Only the Italians, he remarks, showed prudence and
discretion 5 the Germans, French, Bretons, and English were
careless and reckless, rash and extravagant, and greedy in
eating and drinking. But the chronicler pays many tributes
to the valour of the Templars at Damietta.1 They were
1 He comments, however, that though the Templars boast of having nothing
individually, they wished to possess everything as an Order and he castigates them
for their cupidity.